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Strong Cities and Municipalities

Municipalities and regions are the pillars of Elgap democracy and society. They conform and orgdhés
immediate living environment of people and at eetiof rampant globalization, they preserve the lacal regional
identity as well as the cultural diversity of Eueopn this sense, they are a fundamental contabut the
development of societies in Europe, to the dailgdiof people and to the unification of Europe.dlauthorities
have a special role to play when it comes to fadimgo the challenges of our times.

The strength of local authorities is that they paarct in a flexible way to the local and regioraddificities. They are
able to come up with a range of possible soluttongspond to a range of challenges. Decentratisdegulation
however requires of the cities, municipalities aagions involved that they also take up their resgwlities and
show their commitment. Local self-governance sethiesalready existing strengths and creativityedge at local
level. Europe needs these decentralised strudtumsler to make the most of its innovation potardind cultural
diversity to the benefit of people. The big stréngt Europe lies in its diversity of municipalitiesd regions. We
should therefore call for as much Europe as nepgssad as much local, regional and national selfegnance as
possible.

In view of the different tasks that local and regibauthorities carry out, they must have suffiteapacity to act
and appropriate funding available for them to dmrtfob. According to the subsidiarity principlegse tasks should
be carried out, if possible, by the smaller unil ama decentralised manner. This correspondsetptimciple of
local government in public affairs, which is notylaid down in the Lisbon Treaty but also in ther&pean Charter
of Local Self-Government of the Council of Europdich all EU Member States endorsed. Local ancorei
authorities have to be the starting point for aghig important European development targets. Hetheeneed for a
European strategy to strengthen local and regsgig&government.

Fair Economy
Fair and sustainable growth in a social Europecardy be achieved with strong municipalities, cite® regions.

The 95,000 local and regional authorities of theofgaan Union represent one third of public expemeiand more
than two-thirds of public investment expenditurbrdugh their investments, their economic promotiod
innovative infrastructure policies they can givetiang impulse for sustainable growth and makevgoitant
contribution to the safeguarding of jobs and tleation of new employment. They thus also act dslstars that
counter economic crises. The fact that they arseclto the citizens is fundamental for their efficdy and for social
justice.

They also play an important role in climate andiemmental protection. In addition to the differéasks that local
authorities carry out in the field of environmenpalicy, many local authorities and regions haverbactive in the
fight against climate change for a long time. Thaye taken a variety of measures especially towanatucing and
using renewable energy, they have focused on mdddiidings more energy-efficient and have promdtexiuse of
more environmentally-friendly means of transpordcél and regional authorities also have the pdggibd support
the development of sustainable housing and trahapoegional level, which brings about a lot opogunities in
the fight against climate change and for enviroraeorotection. Among these are mobility conceptender to
avoid traffic and to move to environmentally-frisywdheans of transport, such as local public trartsjhocal
authorities know best how necessary it is to maike that provisions for the protection of climatel dor a
sustainable environmental policy are consistertt Wital framework conditions. In view of this anitloe different
situations in the Member States, the ‘one-sizedfitsolutions proposed by the EU are not a meduningption.
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In order to efficiently counter the dangers of ramipclimate change, it is hecessary to have agriatied approach
based on cooperation and the coordination betwékpdicies and measures and the national, regimmélocal
levels.

The safeguard and improvement of services of gemtesiest are a fundamental prerequisite for tieation of a
social Europe. These services, which pertain tgthsic welfare, range from water and energy distibn and
public transport to such areas as welfare, schbekdth, housing, culture as well as the care opleein difficult
situations and other social services of generaldst.

One of the tasks of local and regional authoriges provide citizens with equal and non-discriatory access to a
comprehensive range of high-quality and affordakleices and goods that are necessary to theme Bhedces
guarantee the good functioning of public life, teeessary infrastructure, and the competitivenedseaconomy
and they contribute to preserving the natural gwwonditions for future generations. Services ofggel interest are
an important basis for the development of the $@id territorial cohesion of the EU and for joleation. They are
a decisive factor to guarantee the social partiicipaof people. It is essential to secure basigisemrovision to the
population particularly in structurally weaker ruaaeas, i.e. equip them with the minimum infrastowe and offer
basic goods and services. Citizens perceive aritalion on the capacity of local and regional auties to take
action to ensure the provision of services in theegal interest as a threat to their basic waivinfg.

In accordance with the principle of subsidiaritydaespecting local and regional autonomy, as ksielol by the
Treaty of Lisbon, the decision as to whether and lozal authorities provide a public service, otrest this
provision to a third party, must rest with the sdomal authorities, for it is they who are bestgeld to know what
suites their citizens. But what is important istttheese services pertaining to the general wehoaild be provided
to the population in a transparent way and undblipsupervision.

Equal Societies
Local and regional authorities play an importamé io making sure that all citizens take part ia societal,

economic and cultural life of the community on basis of the principle of solidarity.

Local authorities are committed to fighting poveaityd to helping people overcome practical caselsstfkess. In
addition, they carry out an active social poliay, ihstance by offering a wide range of qualityamas in the field of
care and education for children and youth, of iraggn of migrants, of employment and improved dicaltions,
culture, sports, leisure activities and healtls therefore essential that citizens are encoursmgaderact with one
another, take charge of their own lives and takéhej responsibilities.

A socialist local government policy is based onftiredlamental values of freedom, justice and saligldt has the
responsibility of providing everyone with an oppmity to live a life in dignity. Therefore, it issential to create the
framework conditions to guarantee economic progpeariltural diversity and social cohesion. Onehaf main
challenges of a socialist local government polgtoi reinforce social cohesion in society. We vainpeople to

have a fair chance to take part in the life ofdhenmunity.

The demographic change will lead to a transfornedationship between the age groups in our munitggdand
regions. The ageing section of the population @sviyng and this trend will become much more pronedhia the
forthcoming centuries. Our society is increasirdgypendent upon the different generations workirlising
together in harmony. Greater importance will bacited to solidarity between the generations, mutdérstanding
and tolerance for the generations living togethrethis case the increasing life expectancies aigeace of the
successful march of progress. The years that pgagtemean that the vast majority of the populaté&ad more
active and healthier lives.

We Socialists view solidarity between the generatias a kind of socio-political role model, in whizoth forward-
looking policies relating to families, children apdung people as well as a modern senior citizeslgy can be
combined with one another. The quality of life dcél authorities can be improved and importantuesss to
overcome the challenges that go hand in hand wétptocess of demographic change can be gainetti®asing
solidarity between the generations.
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The local level is an important player when it car@overcoming the challenges of the demogragiange in
Europe. Local authorities can make an importantrdmution to a socially just demographic chang&iurope
because they are familiar with local conditions esdies, close to citizens, and they provide laodlregional
organisation and services.

The integration of migrants is one of the most intgat tasks our societies and political represemsiare
confronted with. It aims at allowing migrants t&esequal part in the economic, societal, politarad cultural life of
the community while respecting everyone’s cultgacificity. Integration is a horizontal part ofeey political
field, be it education, youth, senior or urban depment policy for a social city.

We socialists will also in future aim to provideuadliving conditions in all parts of Europe. Thegions of Europe
have developed very differently from an economid demographic point of view and consequently, $ocia
inequalities between regions and within regions @rdmunities will increase. It is therefore essdrthat measures
launched by local authorities for neighbourhoods$ @mmunities with more serious social, economat an
infrastructural problems should succeed in ordgréserve the future perspectives and opporturdfipgople living
there.

European cohesion policies to promote structusa#igk urban neighbourhoods and rural areas wittossgmnomic
difficulties contribute significantly to Europeagrtitorial and social cohesion. Local and regia#horities should
be more involved as EU partners than they have begimow, in the preparation and implementatiéstouctural
policy measures. Due to their awareness of locadlitions and issues, they can contribute signitigao increasing
the effectiveness of structural policy measures.

Territorial diversity should be even more takemiatcount in European cohesion policy. Hence, wect a
European spatial development policy that combihegievelopment of a poly-centric urban system withir
urban/rural balance, equal access to infrastruetndeknowledge, and sustainable development tegtrtte
environment and cultural heritage.

A Just World

A central concern of socialists is social and ggabalisation, so that all humans on earth starigbteefit. We,
Socialists, are convinced that we can secure tagtace by bringing about justice and fighting glgioverty. The
livelihood of people in developing countries and émvironmental, economical and social resources twabe
preserved and improved upon for the benefit ofiathans and all generations. For this reason, we alavays
considered development cooperation to be an impiopiar of our policy and we have promoted tiisirope’s
Socialists commit themselves to the objectiveslabag solidarity and sustainability for the purpssd the
Millennium Development Goals and of the Agenda 21.

Many local authorities in Europe work in the figlflcooperation to development in very different siajhey
support local authorities and projects outside wiblge, by providing them for instance with techhlaggow-how, by
supporting them in building and improving their adisirations or by bringing natural disaster relieds in the case
of the Tsunami. In this way, European local autiesicontribute to the Millennium Development Goals

Local and regional authorities can contribute sigantly to the Millennium Development Goals thréwigir public
procurement. Socially and environmentally respdagiibocurement of goods and services for admirtietrs,
schools, hospitals, nursery schools and eventselas the use of energy-saving vehicles and grefficient
measures, are very much in tune with the Millennidavelopment Goals; they promote humane workinglitimms
and environmental sustainability.

Inter-cultural competence is a basic preconditmauccessful integration. Our local authoritiestaomes to people
who have joined us from different nations. Manytase migrants come from developing or emergingcas and
they are committed to improving the living conditioin their countries of origin. Apart from suchumitment,
many migrants are also active in their local comitiesin many different fields: in education, solg clubs and
organisations. In most cases, the potential oftlpesple is insufficiently used at the local leigrants should be
actively drawn in. To ensure active migrant papition at local level, firstly, the qualificatioasquired in the
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migrants' countries of origin should be recogniged, through a quick recognition procedure fantray
qualifications and, secondly, migrants who needificgtions and practical assistance should rectiese.
Moreover, there is great potential for local depeh@nt cooperation in local authorities working tibge with
migrant clubs and organisations.

Active Democracy

Socialist local policies mediate between the varimdividual interests and population groups amagddtogether the
forces in society needed to jointly and solve fetariented questions. We especially defend thegighthose less
able to express themselves in modern civil socletg.our goal to set up a communication structhed improves
the dialogue with citizens and between the ger@ratand genders. The aim should be to identify igenu
opportunities for action, dialogue and active inédign of citizens from a European perspective e w

Democracy thrives on citizen participation. Citizemolvement is necessary and desirable. A strongllself-
government allows for a greater degree of partimpaby the citizens and therefore contributedto t
democratisation of Europe. The representative deamganodel remains the starting point for an improent of the
participation of the people. According to this mbha#tizens send their representatives to the spwading bodies at
the various levels of public authority: the Europ&arliament, national parliaments and represemsitt regional
and local level.

Foreign co-citizens should also be incorporated iné political decision-making process at locakleThis will not
only facilitate their integration, but will also @wurage and promote the growing together of namusnationalities.
The introduction of the right to vote in local gonment elections for EU nationals living abroasviedlcomed as a
first step in the right direction. In the future fareigners should be granted the right to votthatlocal level within
the limits of national legislation.

However, democracy is not only limited to formaabral procedures. The citizen's right to exdiué@nce on the
shaping of policy can and must be made possibb¢hier forms as well. The objective is to make usth®
knowledge and the commitment of the people, whdtemselves directly affected by the political and
administrative decisions, to come to appropriatetems. In this process the concepts of genetatést and
sustainable development will have to be identified.

Socialist local policies support plebiscitary forofadecision-taking processes, such as petitiona fo
referendum and public decisions. They are an impbomplement to representative democracy andesine
transparency of policies and administrative acti@sen government means for us genuine opennessdsw
the interests of citizens, as well as obstacle-direecomplete access to government informatiorh Bog
necessary prerequisites for an active democracwampitited civil society.

A modern European society requires the commitmeaitiaens at large. Politics and local governmeamnot solve
all the problems by themselves. Taking up one’s maponsibilities, interacting in daily life, supting and helping
one another, the variety of services offered bypeoatives and other societies who rely on the camanit of the
volunteers who work for them. All this makes up teee of civil society, in which a personal fulfémt and
solidarity reinforce one another.

To reinforce local democracy and citizens’ partitipn, special attention should be given to undeitpged groups
of society. For our own future’s sake, the potémtfayoung people should be better taken into antouthe local
government’s policies. By improving and widening phossibilities to learn at school or through Idag learning,
people can get a better grip of present political societal issues and therefore, our fellow aiszeill be more able
and more encouraged to become politically active.

In local representative democracy honorary locétip@ans defend the citizens' interests. They@mmitted to the
common good. This democratic tradition of localresgntation is the root of democratic involvemertt af the
decision-making structure. Honorary work in locatl@ments is even an essential part of activé sogiety. It is
for this reason that the basic working conditiohkoal elected representatives must be improved.
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A stronger local participation in the European diexi-making process is a fundamental prerequisitee so often
proclaimed ‘Citizens’ Europe’. Because of their Wwhedge of local conditions and problems, local atitles can
bring an important contribution to the drafting amgplementation of European legislation and pransi Their
expertise makes them the most reliable partnessder to define policies that are close to theeits but also, for
example, to draft and implement structural policldsey are in better position to assess if drafislation and
projects actually fit the needs of people in timmediate living environment.

Within the context of the tradition of municipaliting, the cities and towns of Europe bring th&eits and the
young of different countries together by settingcopss-border meetings and exchanges, thus pragrBtiropean
rapprochement. It is for this reason that we, distsa take it upon ourselves to strive that tlrfework conditions
be expanded, and cooperation and partnership betivams promoted.
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